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The National Strategies ( Primary
Overcoming barriers level 4–5

Matching card approximation activity

Cut out the cards on this page.
Work with a partner. For each of the eight calculations use approximation to help you choose which of the eight answers match that calculation. Discuss your reasoning.
	20.13 × 49
	607.92 ÷ 6.8
	79.5 × 19
	572.76 ÷ 51.6 

	293.25 ÷ 10.2
	40.25 × 40.2
	454.66 ÷ 8.95
	28.6 × 39.7

	28.75
	1135.42
	986.37
	50.8

	1510.5
	11.1
	89.4
	1618.05


When you have finished, compare your choices with another pair. Discuss any examples where you have made different choices and decide who you think is correct. 

Once you have done this, use a calculator to check your answers. 

Extension task

Create your own set of cards like this. Swap with another pair and try their version.
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