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The National Strategies ( Primary
Overcoming barriers level 4–5

When I use a calculator to solve a problem, can I explain and record my method?

Word problem activity
· Work with a partner. Read through the problem carefully.
· Work through the problem together. 

· Write down a first draft of your working for your problem as you go.
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· Once you have completed the problem, work with another pair. Take turns to explain your solutions. Explain each step of your method.

· When you are listening to the other pair’s method, consider:
· Is every step included?

· Is each step of the method clear?

· Is it clear what each number used refers to?

· Give the other pair feedback on:

· What is good about the recording of their method.
· What they could do to improve the recording of their method.
· Use the feedback you get to redraft your solution to create the ‘perfect method’.






The costs of the residential visit for the 28 children in Year 6 are:


Hire of the centre:    £2735.50 for the class


	Transport to and from the centre:    £515 for the class


	Insurance:    £8.70 per pupil


	Plus extra costs for some activities


The class has to choose three activities from the list below:


Hiking:   free 	Horse riding:   £14 extra per child


Surfing:  £375 extra for the class	Swimming:   free


Climbing wall:   £7.50 extra per child 


Adventure course:  £180 extra for the class           


The total cost of the visit for each child must be less than £150. Decide on three activities, explaining your choices.  


Work out the total cost of the visit for each child.
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