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Overcoming barriers in mathematics – helping children move from level 2 to level 3


Can I round two-digit or three-digit numbers to the nearest 10 or 100?

Rounding to the nearest 10

	Q
Which multiples of 10 lie between 200 and 300?


Which of these multiples of 10 does the number 268 lie between?


Draw a number line from 250 to 280.


250                        260                       270                        280

	Q
Where would 268 go on this number line? Is it nearer to 260 or 270? How do you know?


Secure understanding that 268 rounded to the nearest 10 is 270. 

Ask children to suggest other numbers that round to 270. 

Ask children to suggest numbers that give 260 when rounded to the nearest 10.

	Q
Where does the number 265 go on the number line?


What is 265 rounded to the nearest 10?


Explain that, although 265 lies exactly halfway between 260 and 270, it is rounded up to 270 as numbers ending in 5 are rounded up.

Give children practice responding to questions such as these:

	Q
What is 824 when rounded to the nearest 10?


Can you suggest a number that gives 250 when rounded to the nearest 10?


Sanjiv says that 384 and 385 give different answers when rounded to the nearest 10. 
Is he right? How do you know?


Which numbers will give 600 when rounded to the nearest 10?


What is the largest odd number that will round to 790?


Then ask the following question:

	Q
What tips would you give to someone who is learning how to round numbers to the nearest 10?


Ask children to talk in pairs to discuss ideas and record key points. 

Ensure that these key ideas are included:

· You need to identify which multiples of 10 the number lies between.

· You need to look at the units digit to work out whether to round up or down.
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