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Overcoming barriers in mathematics – helping children move from level 2 to level 3


Can I create and interpret a pictogram where the symbols represent more than one object?
Understanding tally charts and pictograms

Show children this tally chart.

	Colour
	

	Red
	

	Silver
	

	Green
	

	Black
	


	Q
What name is given to this type of chart?


	Q
What do we mean by ‘tally’?


	Q
How many are there of each colour?


Ask children to discuss, in pairs, questions such as the following.
	Q
What could this chart be representing?


	Q
What might the title of the chart be?


Tell the children that this tally chart shows the colour of the cars that passed your house between 8.00 pm and 8.15 pm last night. 


Agree that another way of showing this information would be using a pictogram. In this example, an image of a coloured car could represent each car.

Discuss how the car picture could be used to represent two or five cars, then ask the children to create the pictogram using car pictures drawn on sticky notes.
Discuss any difficulties that arise, for example how to represent the 17 (red) cars. Agree that in this case using one picture to represent five cars is not effective, as it is too difficult to draw fifths of a car accurately.

Ask questions such as the following.
	Q
Which method of showing the information is better, the tally chart or the pictogram?


	Q
Could you have used a different image in the pictogram?


00099-2008DOC-EN-41

© Crown copyright 2008


1

